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Leading contenders: campaign: chnef
Casey, ex—ambassador Silberman?. ..
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telligence capability has
sputtered n the-last four years,. thdent—elect Reagan will.
fire CIA director Stansfield Turner and replacehxm with one-
of five men, according to a well-placed source here. . s
The contenders-for the nation’s No. 1 intelligence hot seat.
according to a well-placed source, are: David Abshire, direc-
tor of theCente: for Strategic and.International’ Studies at
Georgetown ‘University in- Washington; Ray Cline, ‘éxecutive
director for world’ ‘power studies at the Georgetown Center;-
Laurence Silberman. a former ambassador- to. Yugoslawa,
Richard Pipes, a Barvard professor of. Russian history; and
William Casey; chairman of the transition executxve comxmt-
tee in the office of the President-elect. -

Those reached’ by- the Monitor declmed to comrnent “on’

their possible selection for the job that Admiral- Turner has
heldsince 1977. = - g F e slimkster i 3
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The front-runners, thm source asserts, are Dr. Abshire,

Mr. Casey, and Mr. leberman. while Professor’ Pxpes is “a
‘marginal candidate.”>y ; ¥ ZPag ‘3":,“‘~> e X R Dt
Some— i.ntelligence “community observers i
Silberman as the leading contender for the CIA directorship.
A lawyer-and banker, he
from 1974 to 1975 and as ambassador toYugoslavna from 1975 -
‘to 1977. He is currently coordinating the transition at the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency and already has visited the agency.

_ Other observers believe that Casey is equally likely to be
-appointed to the post: A lawyer who fashioned Mr. Reagan’s
successful campaign, he served as chief of intelligence oper-
ations in London for the Office of Strategic Services (0SS) in
World War IL He bas had o intelligence experience since his
days with the OSS, the forerunner of the CIA. But one source
says he has maintained ¢ extremely'close contact’” with US
intelligence circles: Casey was “appointed to head the Securi-
«ties and Excharnge Commission in*1971"and two years Jater.
becameundmetaryotstateforecononnc affairs*: v
i Although one analyst claims Abshire ““is very well quah
fled on the scholarly end-of intelllgence." hé says.he would |
nonetheless ber!‘very surpnsedll he: were to come in tirst b

This view seems to be prevalent among intelligence commuv
nity observers. One such observer went so far as to.charac-:
terize the protessor's selection to the CIA post as “out of the
question’ and “whollyunreallstlc PR L A e e Y

Abshire, who ts.director of foreign policy transition for the
incoming administration, is co-editor of Washington Quar-
terly and a former assistant secretary of state for congres-’
sionalrelat'lons:-:.." ey

‘That Pipes tsbelng consldered for the CIA’ post surprises
somc. but it is pointed out that in:1976 he headed the so-called4
“B team'"of the Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board, which '
produced A more somber estimate of Soviet strategic objec-

) assocxates declared that the Soviet Union was not just striv-

served as deputy attorney general
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“»7Although accused of being alarmist, hard-liners Pipee and!

ing for strategic parity with the- ‘United States, but also for
nuclear’ superiority. Pipes, author_ of; “Revolutionary Rus-
sia,” and “Soviet Strategy in Europe 2isa rormer director ot
Harvard s Russian Research Center: =

1) deliberating on-a new CIA cl:uef 'Reagan and his adns-
ers are expected to give earnest consideration to Dr. Cline,

who- also spent his war years with™ the 0SS. An author and}

lecturer Cline served as deputy dlrector for intelligence’ at
‘the ‘CIA from 1962 to 1966 and later’as the dlrector\ of the
Bureau - ot Intellxgence ‘and ~>'Researcb~.at the- State
Department- STl 3

- ¥ Heis thought to have been somewhatxmrfed when the CIA
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directorslnp went to Richard Helms i in1966. His contacts. vnth

— ‘and interest in — Taiwan, whlch ‘date from his days.as"
director of the US Naval. Auxxlxary Commumcahons Center
lnTalpel might not sit well with the government of the Peo-.
ple 3 Republic of China in Peking, some feel. Reagan, how-.
‘ever, is not expected to defer to the mainland Chmese m the
selechon of aCIA boss. ot bn

Although Turner reportedly wanted to ‘stay nt tlle CIA,

R there apparently never was much chance that he would be-
' ‘able to extend his tepure there,
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: :“Hecame in at a bad time in the’ lnstory of intelhgence ”
says one source. “But instead of i improving jt, he has let it;
‘languish. He has left us with an insuificient capability in in-
_telligence, and I think that’s a very wxdespread feel.ing. It
certamlyxsm theagency.” o Gt it
"~ This Source adds that, toa degres, Turner - engineered his
‘own downlall when he fired or retired “practically all the
expenenced people in the clandestine side of CIA.”. . i og
Adds another source: !‘Turner is an exh'emely smart guy,”

but his problem was that hé had developed his own technique-
"of institutional reform which worked brilliantly at the Naval

War College, where he fired all the @ead wood: The agency -

‘had already been through all.its- traumas and did ‘not need-

surgery, It needed tender, loving care..Itwas atragic tmng,ﬂ
inaway.” ., 5 R SRR R S wE e
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